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Post MOOC Should Eventually Be Positioned in the Systems of Open and Online Education
An Analysis of the Characteristics and Trends Reflected in the Studies on MOOCs between 2008-2014
Shen Lingling, Han Xibin, Cheng Jiangang

Abstract: MOOCs have become the buzzword in the online education and higher education reform both at home and abroad in
recent years, drawing the attention from scholars of both education and other sectors. This is followed by a proliferation of publications
on this much debated new phenomenon. This research systematically reviews 649 articles on MOOCs that were published between
January 2008 and April 2014. We approach the analysis of these publications from three perspectives: the introduction to and review on
MOOCs, the online teaching and learning, and the education reform. As far as research on MOOCs is concerned, the majority of the
publications come in the form of commentary, which covers a variety of themes but lack in—depth analysis. MOOCs have gone through
the process of cMOOCs being replaced by xMOOCs, and the establishment and adjustment of the business model. This is also a process
in which rational thinking and implementation of MOOCs overcome the initial frenzy or bias. While recognizing the great value of
MOOCs in the promotion of the potential impact of technology on education, we should not regard MOOCs as a panacea for all problems
in education. Instead, MOOCs should be viewed as a catalyst for further integration of technology with education. In terms of magnitude,
MOOCs should only represent an event in online education, not an era. A deeper understanding of the nature and trajectory of online
education leads us to the conclusion that MOOCs should be positioned in the systems of online courses and online education, and that
we should closely follow its new development and engage in pertinent empirical studies. It is hoped that MOOCs will be gradually
integrated into online education at the teaching and learning level, and be offered in an open and distance mode at the administration
level. Educational reform should refocus on blended learning, and future research should promote the innovation of ubiquitous online
education systems.

Keywords: Online Education; MOOCs; Research Status; Development Trend; Literature Review
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Interpretation of the First Commitment of Beijing Declaration on Building Learning Cities
—The Essence and the Implementation of "Empowering Individuals and Promoting Social Cohesion"
Gao Zhimin

Abstract: In October of 2013, the first International Conference on Learning Cities was held in Beijing, in which over 500
deputies form more than 100 countries unanimously adopted Beijing Declaration on Building Learning Cities. The first one of twelve
commitments proposed in Beijing Declaration on Building Learning Cities, "Empowering Individuals and Promoting Social
Cohesion", should be interpreted from the etymology instead of its Chinese translation, and the essence of it should be comprehended
from such perspectives as politics, sociology, jurisprudence, psychology, etc. "Individual empowerment" and "social cohesion" are
deeply related with each other, the target, the objective, the efficiency and other core values of which constitute a complete system.
Since building learning cities has a great association with "individual empowerment" and "social cohesion", with the deepening of
reform and opening up, to implement the first commitment has become the only choice of China. Beijing Declaration on Building
Learning Cities points out the basic way to implement the first commitment. The reason for and the significance of making "empowering
individuals" and "social cohesion" as the first commitment are fully reflected in the specific contexts mentioned in it, such as the
educational opportunity, the basic ability, the social participation, the gender equality, the gap between the rich and the poor, the
construction of community and so on. The above mentioned is the full interpretation of the first commitment of Beijing Declaration on
Building Learning Cities.

Keywords: Beijing Declaration on Building Learning Cities; Empowering Individuals; Social Cohesion; First Commitment;
Building Learning Cities
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